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Reflections of 2025

Another successful year heading up the NWCC, my personal highlights include the 
impressive successes in our schools. The Derby High school, Bury gained the accolade 
“Century Changemakers “in the most inspiring category and collected their award in 
the Houses of Parliament. Their students travelled to Thailand in the summer where they 
worked on and led science experiments with the Burmese children. The students in the 
lead up to the visit were responsible for their own sponsorship for the trip. The school 
were also winners of the “My Environment, My Future (MEMF) award recognised for 
sustainable elements and engagement with the built environment. 

The East Manchester Academy (TEMA) achieved an outstanding grade in Ofsted for 
their work in the personal development category, with a thank you from the headteacher 
of how the Comino projects had supported this grade. 

Falinge Park High School (Rochdale) were commended winners of the Young Green 
Britain Challenge, and I travelled to City Hall, London to witness their success presented 
by Chris Packham. As a result of this school’s work on sustainability a resource for 
Geography GCSE has been co-written by teachers and industry partners which will be 
used in exam work. This is a real-world learning resource to be piloted in the Comino 
schools.  Cubico are our partners on this project and are developing the Scout Moor 
Wind Farm in Norden, Rochdale.  When industry and education work in partnership 
magic happens. 

I accompanied St Gabriel’s students down to the STEM Inspiration train at Euston, 
London. It was a full day of exciting activities on this fully kitted out train celebrating 200 
years of British rail. Hands on science activities, history of rail and the opportunity to talk 
to the young rail employees about the many varied career jobs was invaluable. They also 
managed to tour the sites in London. Sponsorship was welcomed from Northern Rail and 
Community Rail Lancashire and thanks to the volenteers on the train from Network Rail. 
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I was delighted to read case studies from two of our Comino schools – Hathershaw 
College (Oldham) and Ladybridge High (Bolton) in the recent publication of Rethinking 
Assessment prepared by Dr Fran Wilby. These schools are pushing at the boundaries, 
and trialling different approaches to the challenge of learning and task of assessment, 
emphasising innovative Comino work.

It is always a great pleasure and privilege to be invited back into the schools to present 
awards, trophies, booklets for Comino students who have achieved them. This year, from 
the Poet In Residence project I have presented each student with their own anthology 
book containing their poem. The delight on their faces when they search the pages to 
find the one which belongs to them is worth all the effort in producing the book. Our 
project “Tales to Inspire” “This is Us” follows the same format. To present the students’ 
stories in the booklet is quite an emotional event. These extraordinarily, tough, stories 
from incredibly, brave, young people alongside their families from disadvantaged areas 
our schools sit in, brings tears to the eyes.

I was delighted to bring another partner into our family – The Royal British Legion. We 
have previously worked with them on the successful Forgotten Army project. This time 
we are partnering them on their next big programme. They have been commissioned 
to produce a bronze statue to represent the diverse array of global opportunities that 
contributed to WW11 working with the artist Mahtab Hussain. Our students will produce 
their own designs taking inspiration from the artist and we hope to have some of them 
displayed in national museums.  It’s always nice to be asked again on the strength of the 
quality of the work produced previously. 

Two new primary schools (St Ethelbert’s RC Primary, Bolton and St Mary’s RC Primary, 
Bury, joined our consortium along with a special school - Pioneer House High School 
Wythenshawe). 

I was invited to the Foundation of Science and Technology Innovation conference 
at Liverpool Hope University where future leaders were debating challenges and 
opportunities in this arena. I was able to be accompanied by two teachers from our 
schools. We spent the day networking with the guests and came away with useful 
connections for future science projects. 

I was invited to the National Association of Special Needs (Nasen) to their House of Lords 
event at the Palace of Westminster, London. I felt privileged to represent our Comino 
schools and bring back the up-to-date information on special needs. 

Our social media presence has also gathered momentum, and we regularly contribute 
to X and Instagram. @CominoNWCC.

The curriculum review was published in November, and I believe it to be a starter for ten, 
but not perhaps as far as I wanted it to go. The work we have been involved with over the 
years has a large part to play. Titled the new enrichment entitlement – civic engagement, 
arts and culture, nature and adventure, sport and life skills is our “bread and butter.” This 
isn’t new for Comino but at least written down in black and white for schools to follow. We 
continue to do what we believe in – achieving potential for all abilities - through all these 
rich opportunities. 

Fifteen years of a decline in arts and culture education - is this now going to be a 
fundamental part of our curriculum???  There are many questions to be answered, 
and our Comino schools are well placed to deliver on this – I look forward to another 
interesting year. 

Pat Walters
Strategic Manager

  

Rt Hon the Lord Knight of Weymouth 
On behalf of  

The National Association for Special Educational Needs (nasen)    

Requests the pleasure of the company of 

 

................................................................................................ ...............................................  

Event: ‘Investing in the education workforce; evidence and insights into what matters 

for SEND and inclusion’  

 
Afternoon tea in the Attlee and Reid Room, House of Lords 

On Thursday 4th December 2025 at 3:30pm – 5:30pm 

Address: Palace of Westminster, House of Lords, London SW1A 0PW 

Please present this invitation with photographic ID at Victoria Tower Garden Entrance 
For any enquires prior to the event, please email Tracey Jenkins at: traceyj@nasen.org.uk 

Pat Walters 

Average queue time: 30 - 45 minutes 
Please note, if your event is taking place during Prime Minister’s Questions  (PMQs), visitors will be subject to a more  

thorough search by security at our entrances and we would strongly advise allowing for more time for security checks.  
 

Please be aware Parliament’s public entrances (Victoria Tower Garden Entrance and Cromwell Green Entrance) open at 08:00 
and close at 19.45, Monday to Friday (Recess timings may vary).  

Visitors will not be admitted to Parliament outside of the timings disclosed. 

Venue Feedback 
Scan me after  

your visit using your 
camera or QR code 

scanner app 

Search and Screening 
Information 
Scan me before your 
visit using your camera 
or QR code scanner app 
 



About our North West Comino Consortium

At the heart of the education work of the Comino Foundation is the Socratic belief that 
‘education should be the lighting of a flame; not the filling of a vessel’.  The North West 
Comino Consortium is a Community of Practice funded and managed by the Foundation 
to work with partner schools across Greater Manchester who share our ethos and 
aspiration for a broad, balanced and pupil centred education.

The consortium partners work together to pilot projects, programmes and pedagogies 
that help young people experience learning in settings that link the curriculum to real 
life practice. We believe that real-life learning, developed through partnerships with 
people and places in worlds beyond school can motivate young people to discover their 
passion for education and for a positive future. 

One of the defining pillars of the work across NWCC schools within the past decade has 
been the development of pioneering work in the area of youth leadership programmes.   
Post Covid, and in the light of civic and climate crises, the UK is waking to the fact that 
the drive for positive change is coming from young people in the UK and across the 
world, and we are proud that many of our longest standing schools, are recognized 
locally, regionally and nationally for their transformational pupil leadership programmes. 
This year’s menu of opportunities continues to develop models of practice which put 
young leaders at their heart, with transparent signposting to where and how they meet 
Gatsby benchmarks and nurture cultural, social and career capital.  
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The new enrichment entitlement includes Civic Life, Adventure and Wider Life Skills. 
Art and Culture and are all at the heart of our Comino work.

NWCC Schools include both primary and secondary phases. They are:

Abraham Moss Community Primary School
St Ethelbert’s RC Primary School
St Mary’s RC Primary School
Abraham Moss Community High School
Falinge Park High School
Ladybridge High School
Pioneer House High School
St Gabriel’s RC High School
St Monica’s RC High School
The Derby High School
The East Manchester Academy
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Project Case Studies

Case Study: Poet in Residence

Case Study: From School Life to Public Life

Case Study: Environmentalist in Residence

Case Study: Endangered Crafts Day

Case Study: McCann Manchester Comino Summer School

Case Study: Tales to Inspire

Case Study: STEM – Inspiration Train

Case Study: Accrington Eco Station

Case Study: Terri and the Time Machine

Case Study: Sun, Space, Art

Case Study: Climate Stories - Flags

Case Study: Re-Thinking Assessment  

Other Moments to Celebrate

Comino Student of the Year Awards

Comino Family Gathering

Thank you



NWCC
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Project Case Studies
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The annual Poet in Residence programme exemplifies NWCC’s commitment to inspiring 
creativity and critical engagement with society and culture. It provides meaningful 
opportunities for pupils and teachers to explore poetry in collaborative and transformative 
ways. The initiative has fostered strong partnerships with cultural and creative 
organisations across Greater Manchester, engaging young people with the expressive 
potential of poetry. Central to its success is the partnership with the Manchester Poetry 
Library at Manchester Metropolitan University, whose expertise and guidance are 
invaluable. Each Comino Poet in Residence worked with a North West Comino school 
and regional cultural partner to deliver nine distinctive projects responding to the theme 
“Our World, Our Future.”
 
A Sense of Being: Amy King, The Whitworth, St Gabriel’s RC High School

At St Gabriel’s RC High, Year 9 pupils explored themes of identity and representation 
through a series of workshops led by Poet Amy King. Drawing on Amy’s poem ‘Kate 
Nash Hates Seagulls,’ students experimented with metaphor, word choice, and editing to 
enhance clarity and tone. During their visit to The Whitworth, they composed ekphrastic 
poems inspired by the ‘Women in Revolt’ and Jakkaii Siributr exhibitions, responding 
to ideas of gender, identity, and social change. Sessions at the Manchester Poetry 
Library deepened their understanding of poetic form and collaboration. The project 
culminated in an open mic event, where pupils shared their work with confidence and 
pride.
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Cultural Partners:
Chetham’s Library 
HOME 
Manchester Art Gallery 
Manchester Central Library 
Manchester Poetry Library
RHS Bridgewater 
Science and Industry Museum  
The Royal Exchange
The Whitworth 

Case Study: Poet in Residence

The project is essential in providing children, who otherwise might not have
an insight into what it is that they can achieve. It provides them with aspirations 
that perhaps they wouldn’t have thought about. They now have a greater 
understanding of the world around them, both locally, socially and globally.

Devjani Bodepudi 
Poet in Residence at Abraham Moss Community School 2025.

Comino Poets in Residence 2024/25:
Amy King 
Cherry Eckel 
Chloe Hall 
Devjani Bodepudi 
John Greenwood 
Kaz Abbas 
Layla-Mae Lunn 
Rhiannon Garfield-Lane 
Sumithreyi Sivapalan
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Participating Schools: 
Abraham Moss Community School 
Falinge Park High School  
Hathershaw College 
Ladybridge High School 
Pioneer House High School 
St Gabriel’s RC High School  
St Monica’s RC High School 
The Derby High School 
The East Manchester Academy
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Heritage and Change: Cherry Eckel, The Royal Exchange, 
The Derby High School

Led by Poet Cherry Eckel, this project invited Year 10 students at The Derby High 
School to explore personal and collective heritage through creative writing. Inspired 
by the school’s motto ‘Inspire to Make a Difference’ and Keisha Thompson’s ‘Holding 
Space’ at The Royal Exchange Theatre, students reflected on identity, belonging, and 
transformation. Through workshops, they analysed Warda Yassin’s ‘Victoria Street’ and 
produced original writing on place and change. A visit to The Royal Exchange offered 
further inspiration, culminating in collaborative performances within the theatre’s studio. 
The project strengthened students’ confidence in their voices, fostering a belief that 
poetry can shape understanding and create change.
 
Contemporary Identity: Chloe Hall, Central Library, 
Hathershaw College

At Hathershaw College, Year 7 pupils worked with Poet Chloe Hall to explore 
contemporary identity through the lens of Greek Mythology, crafting their own origin 
stories and modern myths. A visit to Manchester Central Library provided valuable 
historical context through Oldham’s archives, including materials on immigration and 
cultural diversity. At the Manchester Poetry Library, pupils engaged with the creative 
campus environment and encountered the work of Benjamin Zephaniah and Tony Walsh, 
inspiring their own spoken word pieces drawn from ‘Mother Tongue Other Tongue.’ 
Through these experiences, students developed confidence, self-expression, and an 
appreciation of poetry as a living and inclusive art form.

Come, Celebrate with Us: Devjani Bodepudi, HOME,  
Abraham Moss Community School

Working with Year 7 pupils at Abraham Moss Community School, Poet Devjani 
Bodepudi designed a project in partnership with HOME to explore identity, aspiration, 
and self-representation. A scavenger hunt at the Manchester Poetry Library introduced 
pupils to a range of poetic voices, featuring pamphlets by writers such as Moniza Alvi 
and Jason Allen-Paisant. Visits to HOME included exhibitions by Mikhail Karikis and 
Imran Perretta, which inspired discussion around unity, race, and representation. 
Drawing on Amy Sherald’s portraits and Lucille Clifton’s ‘Won’t You Celebrate with Me,’ 
pupils created manifestos and poems later written onto flags. The residency culminated 
in confident, expressive poems celebrating personal voice and collective identity.

 Stories in Verse: Identity through Poetry, John Greenwood, 
 Museum of Science & Industry, Pioneer House High School

At Pioneer House High School, Poet John Greenwood collaborated with KS3 pupils to 
explore storytelling through poetry. Introduced via a school assembly and competition, 
the project encouraged empathy and perspective-taking. During their visit to the Museum 
of Science & Industry, pupils developed word banks inspired by historical artefacts and 
exhibits. Back in class, they transformed these into collaborative poems, experimenting 
with form and voice, even creating rap performances. A visit to the Manchester Poetry 
Library showcased their work in a mini-exhibition and a chance to edit their work. The 
project concluded with a celebration event at the school café, where students performed 
with pride, confidence, and care for one another.
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It was wonderful to see the students so excited and 
enthused about writing - with the majority of our 

students having come from mainstream settings they 
often have quite a poor attitude to writing and damaged 

self image of themselves as writers. This project has 
given the student such a buzz about poetry and their own 

creative writing powers to see them conquer their anxiety 
in reading in front of others, and supporting each other 

so well was such a pleasure to see!

Michelle Wilkinson
Deputy Headteacher Pioneer House

 Poetry in a Digital World: Kaz Abbas, Manchester Art Gallery,  
The East Manchester Academy

Poet Kaz Abbas partnered with Year 8 pupils at The East Manchester Academy and 
Manchester Art Gallery to explore the intersection between poetry and visual art in 
the digital age. Workshops encouraged playful engagement with erasure poetry and 
reflections on how poetry connects to photography, fine art, and film. During their gallery 
visit, pupils explored exhibitions using an activity zine and created ekphrastic poems 
inspired by the artwork. Discussions around resistance, identity, and creative expression 
deepened understanding of poetry’s modern relevance. The project culminated in a 
multi-artform outcome—a collaboratively written poem and an original short film—
showcasing students’ ideas in both word and image.

Interlinked: Layla-Mae Lunn, Chetham’s Library, St Monica’s RC High School

Exploring the idea of stewardship—of self, community, and the natural world—Poet 
Layla-Mae Lunn worked with Year 7 pupils at St Monica’s RC High School to consider 
what “home” means and how it connects us all. Pupils created poems inspired by 
their own houses, rich in sensory detail and emotion, using techniques introduced 
through free writing and guided workshops. A visit to Chetham’s Library deepened 
their understanding of care and preservation, as they explored its historic collections 
and architecture. Pupils recorded their reflections in personal zines, writing messages 
to their future selves. The poems were designed to be displayed across Manchester 
Poetry Library, Chetham’s Library, and school—interlinking the three creative spaces.



Close to Our Hearts: Rhiannon Garfield-Lane, The Whitworth,  
Ladybridge High School

At Ladybridge High School, Poet Rhiannon Garfield-Lane worked with Year 8 pupils 
and The Whitworth to explore poetry as a tool for reflection and change. Beginning 
with Austin Kleon’s blackout technique, pupils created and found poems tackling issues 
close to them, such as bullying and digital overload. During their visit to The Whitworth, 
they explored the ‘Women in Revolt’ exhibition, particularly the Greenham Common 
Women’s Peace Camp, learning how art can inspire activism. Later, at Manchester 
Poetry Library, they created poems from chosen texts and acted as tour guides for each 
other. Their final pieces, designed as expressive posters, captured poetry and art as 
forms of individuality and resistance.

Poetry Garden: Sumithreyi Sivapalan, RHS Bridgewater, Falinge Park High School

Poet Sumithreyi Sivapalan collaborated with Year 7 pupils from Falinge Park High 
School and RHS Bridgewater to explore imagination and renewal through the 
metaphor of a garden. Inspired by the idea of wandering without a map, pupils reflected 
on what lies buried and unseen before growth begins, linking these ideas to their study 
of Frankenstein. At RHS Bridgewater, they made clay beetles, completed a treasure 
hunt, and gathered sensory impressions for later writing. Back in school, workshops 
introduced poetic techniques to shape their discoveries into verse. Through this creative 
process, students gained confidence, insight, and a collection of poems celebrating 
curiosity and transformation. Students proudly performed their poems to parents and 
invited guests at the opening of Falinge Park’s Art, Words and Wellbeing Garden.

We have all witnessed firsthand what can be achieved 
when students are given the tools to express their 

thoughts through poetry. The project has had a profound 
impact on our young people. It has connected the group

not only with each other, but also with themselves, 
their heritage, and their views on what matters

 most in their lives. 

Lynn Provoost 
Assistant Headteacher The Derby High School
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10 North West Comino Schools once again took part in our flagship ‘From School Life to 
Public Life’ project during the 2024.25 academic year.  The aim of this project is simple: 
help young people understand the systems that shape their communities and give them 
the confidence to take part in them.

The North West Comino Consortium of schools tasked Comino Foundation to create 
this project to strengthen civic understanding at a time when many young people 
feel disconnected from decision making. By focusing on skills like critical thinking, 
communication, and collaboration, the program gives students tools that matter far 
beyond the classroom.

In each participating school, the project starts with a visit by a local councillor to 
meet  up to 30 pupils selected by project staff in the school. The session focuses on 
the importance of values and standards in public life, by introducing young people to 
‘The Nolan Principles’ and discussing their relevance and efficacy across the current 
landscape of local and national politics.  

As with all Comino Foundation projects the focus is on engaging pupils actively in their 
own learning and the session ends with an invitation to all pupils to develop the materials 
for a small messaging campaign which makes a call to action on an issue that they feel 
strongly about. 
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Case Study: From School Life to Public Life

Participating Schools: 
St Mary’s RC Primary School
St Ethelbert’s RC Primary School
Abraham Moss Community High School
Ladybridge High School
St Gabriels RC High School
St Monica’s RC High School
The Derby High School
The East Manchester Academy

Partners: 
Comino Foundation
Christian Wakeford MP
James Frith MP
Matt Torbitt

From School life to public life has many different exciting aspects to it. Our 
students got to work with inspirational people who gave real-life experiences to 
our students.

We explored the 7 Nolan principles: honesty, integrity, objectivity, accountability, 
selflessness, openness, and leadership. Discussing trust and what working in public 
office means. We then got to meet people who work in government, this is something 
our students will never forget.  Their voices felt valued and they were listened to.  
Our young people used this opportunity to express their thoughts and reflections 
and importantly ask questions. Visiting the House of Parliament demonstrated the 
opportunities that could be available to our young people.

Louise Mills
Head of Faculty of Creative Arts, Hathershaw College
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The submitted work is then judged by staff in school to identify 3 of the most motivated 
students for an all-expenses-paid visit to UK Parliament. This trip is commissioned by 
the Comino team who work in close partnership with local MPs to create a fully bespoke 
opportunity for all pupils to develop a political question which they put direct to MPs in 
a carefully curated question and answer session in the Houses of Parliament. As with 
all NWCC projects the aim is to engage pupils in a real-world experience and to show 
students that their voices have weight.

Teachers involved say the project is tangibly building confidence and curiosity. Many 
students have said they did not expect politics to feel this accessible and several have 
shown interest in joining school councils or volunteering in local groups as a result.  We 
are proud that the project is already proving that when students are invited into the 
process, they rise to the moment.

“I wanted to extend my most sincere thanks to both of you for organizing and 
accompanying us on what was truly a fantastic trip.  

The experience provided by Comino when we visited Westminster Hall was faultless. The 
orgainsation and ongoing communication made the trip run smoothly. The children had 
the most wonderful experience. By rooting their learning in such an inspirational context, 
it not only opened new doors of possibilities for them but also gave them real sense that 
they can be the drivers of change in our school and local community. Experiences like 
this have an essential part in education and I would like to thank Comino for providing 
this experience.

Thank you for the amazing opportunity to the Houses of Parliament. The event was 
incredible from the planning and coordination to the opportunities the students had to 
engage with other schools. The opportunity to witness the workings of the UK government 
first hand was invaluable. A fantastic enriching and educational experience for our 
students and myself! “

John Howarth
Deputy Head: St Mary’s RC Primary School, Radcliffe

The students had wonderful spirit, great questions 
and a genuine curiosity into the work of an MP and our 
Parliament.   It was an absolute pleasure to host them.

Our future generation of leaders keeping me in check.

James Frith 
MP Bury North

29 NWCC yearbook 2025



31 

It was an absolute privilege to see our pupils engage with such enthusiasm 
and resilience in this incredible opportunity. The experience not only deepened 
their understanding but also empowered them to contribute their voices with 
confidence. We are immensely grateful for the chance to be part of such an 
inspiring initiative, and we look forward to continuing this valuable partnership.

Lorna Woodcock
Teacher at St Ethelbert’s RC Primary School
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Case Study: Environmentalist in residence

Participating Schools: 
Falinge Park High School
Ladybridge High School
The East Manchester Academy

Partners: 
Cubico Sustainable Investments
Carbon Zero Energy 
EcoVida Routes
Young Green Briton

The Environmentalist in Residence (EiR) program was an innovative pilot project led 
by EcoVida Routes and the North West Comino Consortium (NWCC).

The primary goal was to address the gap in sustainability education by connecting 
industry expertise with secondary school curricula, building upon the excellent network 
established during the RSA Pupil Design Awards.

The program partnered lead Geography teachers with industry professionals 
(Environmentalists in Residence). Together, they co-developed an innovative curriculum 
model focused on sustainability and climate change with a real focus on what is relevant 
right now in industry.

Key components of the program included Authentic Learning Experiences, Curriculum 
Development and Career Guidance

The initiative operates on a Community of Practice (CoP) model to foster the attitudes and 
problem-solving skills necessary for young people to engage with real-life challenges 
and develop aspirations for a successful future. The CoP initially undertook a full day 
of scoping together (held at Co-op Academy Belle Vue, a centre of excellence for 
Geography) in January 2025. Schools were partnered with their industry experts and 
began developing their curriculum ideas in collaboration.

In the following months the teachers and industry experts collaborated to keep developing 
and delivering their project. These ranged from specific employer engagement projects 
with visits from the expats to schools to much wider reaching projects looking at 
curriculum opportunities right across schools. 
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Falinge Park High School was a successful curriculum enhancement and student 
enrichment initiative focused on real-world sustainability, delivered in collaboration with 
industry experts Duncan Whittaker from Carbon Zero Energy and Peter Rowe from 
Cubico Sustainable Investments.

Curriculum materials were updated to include context on the carbon footprint of wind 
turbine production and transportation, using the local Scout Moor wind farm as an 
engaging example.

55 pupils engaged in a hands-on session where they learned how solar panels generate 
electricity and used a program to calculate the cost-effectiveness of adding them to the 
school’s roof.

A dedicated session educated pupils on the ethical issues in solar panel manufacturing, 
specifically addressing modern slavery and the importance of responsible sourcing. 
More than 50 pupils participated in a workshop linked to hygiene in industry, using a 
luminometer to test for microbes (ATP) in the school environment.

Case Study 2: Scout Moor II - Education Pack and Youth Consultation

As a result of the contacts made through the Environmentalist in Residence programme, 
EcoVida Routes and Cubico Sustainable Developments were able to strike up an 
additional partnership project which was made available to the NWCC schools.

The proposed Scout Moor II wind farm, on the moors above Rochdale/Rossendale/Bury, 
could be the UK’s biggest onshore windfarm of the past two decades since the previous 
governments moratorium on such projects was lifted by the current Labour government. 
The intention is for the project to add an additional 17 turbines, rising to 181m, next to 
the existing smaller wind farm. 

At the time of the EiR first discussions, Cubico were in the early consultation phase in 
preparation for submitting their full planning application to Rochdale and Rossendale 
Borough Councils. We collectively suggested that there was an excellent and unique 
opportunity for Cubico to get the opinions of young people through a school-based 
decision making exercise, similar to one in geography GCSE, using the EiR schools.

Over the next three months Martin from EcoVida Routes and Peter Rowe from Cubico 
collaborated to develop this as a teacher resource. This was tied in with the projects 
website and its live information with the aim of informing students of the project and its  
impacts in an impartial way, allowing them to investigate all viewpoints of the proposal. 
The aim was for them to make an informed decision about whether the windfarm should 
go ahead.

In total the partnership was able to generate 213 responses from young people with 99 
of these coming from Falinge Park and The Derby High School. All of these responses 
were included as an appendix to the actual planning permission, an approach which has 
never been done before and giving young people a voice on an issue which will have 
more impact in their lifetime than other supporters/objectors in the area.

To see all the detail of this project please download the summary report online.
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In Autumn 2024 students and staff from our partner schools took part in a careers-focused 
RHS Green Shoots Taster Day at RHS Bridgewater. Now in its third year, this popular 
offer continues to grow in demand, offering young people an inspiring opportunity to 
explore the many career paths available within horticulture and beyond.

The session welcomed year 10 students with a range of interests — from keen gardeners 
and plant enthusiasts to those simply curious to try something new. It provided a hands-
on introduction to a professional working garden, allowing participants to experience 
the environment, meet industry professionals, and discover what a career in this sector 
might involve.

Exploring Life Behind the Scenes

Students enjoyed exclusive access to areas of RHS Bridgewater not normally open to 
the public, exploring the gardens, glasshouses, and production spaces that support its 
day-to-day operations. They observed horticulturalists at work, learned about plant care, 
design, and sustainability, and gained an appreciation of the skills needed to maintain 
such a vast and vibrant site.

Importantly, the day also highlighted the breadth of careers linked to horticulture. 
Alongside traditional gardening roles, students discovered opportunities in visitor 
services, machinery maintenance, and arboricultural work, as well as in education, 
events, and design. Meeting staff and apprentices from these teams gave students a 
clearer picture of how varied and rewarding a career in this sector can be.

Partners: 
RHS Bridgewater

Case Study: RHS Green Shoots Taster Day: 
Inspiring Careers in Horticulture.

Partnering with Comino and local schools has been a privilege for us as an 
organisation. The students who join us arrive eager to learn, ready to engage, 
and full of curiosity. Every project becomes a shared journey—where we inspire 
students to explore horticultural careers while learning from them in return.

Emma Cleal
Horticultural Engagement Officer (Bridgewater) at Royal Horticultural Society Participating Schools: 

Hathershaw College 
St Gabriels RC High School
St Monica’s RC High School
The Derby High School
The East Manchester Academy
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Inspiring Future Pathways

Throughout the day, participants heard from members of the RHS team who shared 
their own routes into the industry. From apprentices and garden managers to visitor 
experience staff and technical specialists, each story revealed a different pathway into 
horticulture and demonstrated how creativity, teamwork, and environmental awareness 
are valued across all roles.

Students were encouraged to ask questions, handle tools, and think about how their own 
interests and skills might fit into this growing industry. Many came away inspired by the 
range of opportunities that extend far beyond gardening alone — from practical outdoor 
work to science, sustainability, and customer engagement.

Now firmly established in the NWCC careers programme, the RHS Taster Day continues 
to open doors for young people, helping them see horticulture not only as a career but 
as a vibrant, innovative, and sustainable future.

This two-way exchange enriches our work and 
strengthens our connection with the community around 

RHS Bridgewater. Together, we’re not just growing plants; 
we’re cultivating ideas, confidence,

 and a sense of belonging.

Emma Cleal
Horticultural Engagement Officer (Bridgewater) at Royal Horticultural Society
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Crafting a Future 

From blacksmithing to basketry, from weaving to woodturning, the UK is host to an 
incredible range of heritage craft skills and have some of the best craftspeople in the 
world. However, the recent publication of Heritage Crafts’ Red List of Endangered Crafts 
shows that many of these skills are in the hands of individuals who have been unable to 
make provision to pass them on.

At the same time we know that the contribution of the heritage sector to the UK’s travel 
and tourism market and a rapidly growing online trade for the handmade and unique 
crafts, mean making a living as a craftsmaker is more viable now than it has ever been.

In this exciting initiative the Comino Foundation partnered with Heritage Crafts UK to 
provide an ‘Endangered Crafts Day’ to introduce young people from North West Comino 
Consortium schools to a range of these.

80 young people were able to get ‘hands-on’ in workshops with some of the North West’s 
most inspiring craftspeople including Manchester Craft Centre jeweller; Ella McIntosh, 
Neon Workshop lighting designer, Richard Wheater and stained glass making with 
Halifax’s Redcurrant Glass.  The experiences not only provided them with insights into 
craft careers, but also a greater appreciation of the importance that craft skills make to 
the North West’s heritage business sector. 

One of the East Manchester Academy pupils said “It’s amazing to know that I could 
make a living from something I feel very passionate about”. Many pupils commented on 
how art and crafts can also help them feel in control and gain self-confidence.  Another 
pupil said‘the skills I have learnt today have made me feel energised and positive, I’ve 
also enjoyed working at my own pace and feeling I am in control of my own work.’ At the 
end of the day, all the Ladybridge teachers joined in the workshops, encouraging the 
well-being of the staff.
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Partners: 
Comino Foundation
Heritage Crafts Partners

Case Study: Endangered Crafts Day

Through this initiative we hope to inspire the next generation to cherish 
and uphold the traditions that have shaped our communities.

Daniel Carpenter
Executive CEO of Heritage Crafts Participating Schools: 

Ladybridge High School
The East Manchester Academy 
Abraham Moss Community High School
The Derby High School 
Falinge Park High School
Hathershaw College 
Pioneer House High School
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For over a decade, our partnership with McCann has been giving young people across 
NWCC schools a unique insight into the fast-paced and exciting world of creative 
communications. In partnership with McCann Manchester—one of the North West’s 
largest and most awarded- advertising agencies—the programme has helped demystify 
an industry often perceived as exclusive or inaccessible.

The UK marketing and advertising sector is a global leader, offering a wealth of 
opportunities for talented and creative young people. Yet for many, it remains a world 
defined by connections rather than clear career pathways. By taking students directly into 
the heart of a working agency, it provides a genuine understanding of how campaigns 
are created and introduces participants to the wide range of roles and skills that make 
up the advertising industry.

An Inclusive Pathway into Advertising

McCann Manchester has long been a pioneer for inclusion and opportunity within 
the sector. As one of the few advertising agencies in the North of England to offer a 
dedicated apprenticeship programme, McCann is actively breaking down barriers for 
young people aspiring to enter the industry. This project offers our schools an inclusive, 
hands-on model of work experience that continues to inspire the next generation of 
creative thinkers.

A Real-World Creative Challenge

This year’s Summer School welcomed 36 students from six NWCC schools to McCann’s 
beautiful Bonis Hall campus in Prestbury, Cheshire. Over an immersive two-day 
experience, participants worked alongside agency professionals to respond to a live 
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Partners: 
Comino Foundation 
McCann Manchester
Matalan

Case Study: McCann Manchester Comino Summer School
Opening Doors to Creative Careers

 

Participating Schools: 
Abraham Moss Community School
The Derby High School
Ladybridge High School
Hathershaw College
St Gabriel’s RC High School
Pioneer House High School

It’s been an absolute honour to work with Comino this year on the Summer 
School project. The incredible talent and creativity shown by the children truly 
blew me away, their ideas and skills left me inspired and excited about what the 
future of the advertising industry holds.

Josie Campbell
Senior Business Lead, McCann
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The McCann summer school was an incredible and inspiring 
experience. It was so exciting to get an insight into the 

marketing and advertising world. It has given me an 
insight into what I would like to do in the future and 

at college! Thank you to McCann for providing 
such an amazing opportunity! 

Armando Jalloh
Student Abraham Moss Community School

brief from Matalan. Their challenge: to pitch ideas for a Christmas advertising campaign.
Working in small teams, students brainstormed creative concepts, refined their 
storytelling, and presented their campaigns to McCann’s leadership team and Matalan 
executives. The experience mirrored the realities of agency life—from initial client 
briefings and creative ideation to pitching and feedback sessions—giving students a 
tangible sense of how major campaigns are brought to life.

Behind the Scenes of a Creative Agency

Throughout the programme, students had the opportunity to meet specialists from 
across McCann’s departments, gaining a full picture of the diverse career paths within 
advertising. They learned about strategy, copywriting, design, production, digital 
marketing, and client management—all while seeing how collaboration and creativity 
power successful campaigns.

A highlight for many was visiting Craft, McCann’s in-house production studio, where 
they discovered how the agency produces fully integrated communications. Students 
explored the set-building workshops, photography studios, studio kitchen sets, and 
product storage areas that bring advertising concepts to life. For many, seeing what 
happens “behind the camera” was both inspiring and eye-opening.

Inspiring the Next Generation

The Comino Advertising Summer School continues to be a standout example of how 
schools, businesses, and creative professionals can work together to nurture future 
talent. By providing real-world experience, mentorship, and direct engagement with 
industry experts, the programme helps young people see that a career in advertising 
isn’t reserved for the few—it’s an achievable path for anyone with curiosity, creativity, 
and determination.

Through this partnership, students leave not only with newfound knowledge and 
confidence but also with the belief that they can play a part in shaping the creative 
industries of the future.
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This year small groups of pupils from three NWCC schools have had the opportunity to 
work with ground-breaking Bolton charity ‘Tales to Inspire’ on their flagship ‘This is Us’ 
project.  The idea behind ‘This is Us’ is a simple but powerful one; to give young people 
a space to be seen, heard and valued through the lens of their own experience.  

The three schools involved in this project; Falinge Park High School, Pioneer House 
High School and The East Manchester Academy, are notable for their diverse pupil 
populations and their strongly pupil centred approach to learning and development.  

Through intensive small group workshops drawn from their own experiences of personal 
growth and ambition, the young social leaders from Tales to Inspire have mentored each 
of the young people on the programme to connect with the power of their own stories, 
and to tell those stories within the pages of this book.  

Through sharing their stories pupils on the project have begun to understand how life 
experience impacts on identity and sense of self, and to understand and to empathise 
with those from different cultures and backgrounds.  The project has offered a platform 
for all pupils to feel proud of their own journey and for some to re-imagine how they can 
fit into a world which has not always seemed to have a space for them.

How wonderful that we are now able to hear those myriad voices, and celebrate their 
unique place in the world, through the power of personal storytelling.

Partners: 
Tales to Inspire
Comino Foundation

Case Study: Tales to Inspire

The ‘Tales To Inspire’ project explored personal experiences and stories that 
often get overlooked in a busy school setting. Getting students to recall and 
reflect on powerful idiosyncratic memories and experiences felt courageous 
and empowering; highlighting the importance of recognising the complexity of 
young people’s lives and applauding the way students often deal with pivotal 
moments in incredible ways. I feel privileged to have been part of a process that 
has enabled young people to draw strength and motivation from articulating 
their own individual odyssey.

Simon De Courcey
Director for Cultural Capital at Falinge Park High School

Participating Schools: 
Pioneer House High School
The East Manchester Academy
Falinge Park High School
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The project felt adventurous and exciting. It brought 
people together and was educational at the same time.

 I hope that people can relate to the experiences shared 
and recognise the power of their own

 good and bad memories. 

Bethel
Tales to Inspire pupil at Falinge Park High School
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The project has been an amazing opportunity for our students. Having the chance 
to take part in this project has empowered our students to share important 
stories that we know will inspire others to share their own stories, embrace 
their differences and challenge stereotypes. We hope that these stories show 
others that everyday challenges can be overcome with determination and 
empowerment.

Fabian Ramos
Assistant Headteacher at Pioneer House High School

I was incredibly moved by the students’ inspirational testimonies.  
We are so proud to have such remarkable and inspiring young people  
at The East Manchester Academy.

Hana Ingram
Assistant Headteacher for SEND at The East Manchester Academy



This is a train specially kitted out with four carriages dedicated to science, technology 
and engineering hands on activities. The students experience hands on displays in the 
wonder lab, learn about the history of rail and discuss future careers in the rail industry 
with young rail apprentices. 

Students from St Gabriels RC High School travelled from Bury to Euston to see the train 
and tour London’s sites.  This was made possible by the train tickets being provided by 
Northern Rail. 

The train is due to travel around the country over the next year and hopefully many more 
of our Comino schools will have the same opportunity.
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Case Study: STEM – Inspiration Train celebrating 
200 years of British Rail (Euston, London)

Participating Schools: 
St Gabriel’s RC High School

Partners: 
Community Rail Lancashire
Northern Rail
Volunteers Network Rail
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This station is one of the first sustainable UK stations using recycled materials, insulation 
and solar energy to reduce environmental impact. Partnering with Community Rail in 
this important initiative our Comino primary schools travelled by train to the site learning 
about rail safety, sustainability and careers in the rail industry.

The school groups travelled from their school to Accrington station planning their route. 
The sponsorship for the trips from Northern Trains enabled our schools to participate in 
the project as travel often limits out of school learning.
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Case Study: Accrington Eco Station
Participating Schools: 
Abraham Moss Primary School 
St Ethelbert’s RC Primary School
St Mary’s RC Primary School

Partners: 
Accrington Eco Station
Community Rail Lancashire
Northern Rail
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Terri and the Time Machine is a project which has been developed as a collaboration 
between award winning theatre company One Tenth Human and Z-Arts, with funding 
from the Paul Hamlyn Foundation. In 2024/2025 the project was delivered to thirteen 
primary schools across Greater Manchester. This has included Comino schools Abraham 
Moss, Alice Ingham RC, Our Lady St Pauls RC, St Gregory’s RC, Sacred Heart RC and 
St Ethelbert’s RC.

What makes Terri and the Time Machine unique compared to other arts-based projects, 
is its immersive nature and year long duration. The entire Year 3 science curriculum is 
delivered through a narrative in an integrated way. Terri and Gideon’s adventures tie 
together the disparate science topics of forces, nutrition, rocks, light and plants with a 
story that motivates children to remember what they have learnt and find out more. The 
project provides a blueprint of good practice for primary science teaching and learning. 
We found the project has also raised aspirations about who can be a STEM* professional 
and the work of scientists and engineers.
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Partners: 
Comino Foundation
One Tenth Human
Recycling Centre
Z-Arts

Case Study: Terri and the Time Machine

Participating Schools: 
Abraham Moss Community School
Alice Ingham RC Primary School
Our Lady St Pauls RC Primary School
St Ethelbert’s RC Primary School
St Gregory’s RC Primary School
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In July our NWCC Primary schools were visited by the SunSpaceArt team: Helen 
Mason, Emeritus Professor OBE in Solar Physics at The Department of Applied Maths & 
Theoretical Physics at The University of Cambridge, Geraldine Cox (artist, & physicist), 
and Clare Dudeney (artist). 

We are always grateful for their enthusiasm and dedication to our schools in delivering 
their science-filled and thought-provoking workshop, SunSpaceArt. Through an 
engaging, hands-on session that combined Art and Science, pupils explored how the 
Sun’s rays bring us light, heat, warmth, life, and happiness.

During the workshop, pupils discovered inspiring facts about the Sun—its age, 
temperature, and unique phenomena such as sunspots, solar flares, and eclipses. 
They also discovered inspiring figures in science, from Newton and Galileo to modern 
explorers like British astronauts Tim Peake and Helen Sharman. In addition, they explored 
the hidden parts of the light spectrum, including infrared and ultraviolet light.

Building on their understanding of the science of light, pupils were introduced to the 
work of African-American artist Alma Thomas, whose paintings are often inspired by the 
Sun. In her piece The Eclipse, coloured squares radiate outward in a circle—an abstract 
composition created through dots, dashes, and rectangles of paint. Her work inspired 
pupils to create their own light-themed artworks in a similar style.

Using coloured tissue paper and translucent sheets, pupils crafted vibrant suncatchers 
that, when placed on classroom windows, transformed the sunlight into dazzling, 
stained-glass-like displays. The result was a joyful celebration of light, art, and each 
child’s creativity—an uplifting addition to the class gallery.

In September 2024 Prof Helen Mason was awarded the Ogden Trust Award for Sustained 
Contribution to Physics Outreach. This recognised a lifetime of solar outreach by Helen 
and in particular the recent achievements of the SunSpaceArt team.
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Partners: 
Comino Foundation
Sun.Space.Art

Case Study: Sun, Space, Art

It’s been wonderful working with the Comino schools through creative 
SunSpaceArt workshops. The pupils learn about the Sun and space - including 
the light spectrum, eclipse, the aurora, solar flares - and they always ask 
brilliant questions. Expressing excitement about what they’ve learnt into 
imaginative, colourful artworks.  Watching each child develop their individual 
ideas, feelings and curiosity, is inspiring and it’s A joy to watch their confidence 
grow as they talk about their work displayed in their classrooms.

Clare Dudeney
Artist Participating Schools: 

Abraham Moss Primary School
St Ethelbert’s RC Primary School
St Mary’s RC Primary School
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Within the North West Comino Consortium we strongly believe that cultural education 
has a pivotal role to play in helping young people to participate as active citizens in the 
world around them; helping them to respect and value diverse perspectives, to build a 
broader world view and to develop a deeper sense of connection to others.  This year 
we were able to bring Ideas Foundation and their flagship Barclays Life Skills sponsored 
‘Climate Stories’ campaign project to the East Manchester Academy and Falinge Park 
High School to help Year 7 learners to take a creative look at the impacts of climate 
change, and create a call to action to their peers and communities, through a powerful 
collaborative artwork.

Lead by internationally recognised climate artist and activist Clare Dudeney, a group of 
Year 7 learners were challenged to consider, not just the science of climate change, but 
the values and cultural wisdom that support environmental stewardship.  Through the 
activity pupils developed a tangible sense of how climate change affects them, their life 
choices and the choices for nature and communities across the world.  Ideas inspired by 
these discussions were developed into ‘Climate Change Flags’ a group artwork building 
on ideas from research, personal stories and the testimony of others, to develop icons 
and symbols which gave meaning and message to the series of flags which made up 
the group artwork installation. 
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Case Study: Climate Stories - Flags

Through todays workshops we were able to witness how cultural education, 
when integrated into subjects like literature, art, or science, brings learning 
to life. It encourages curiosity, critical thinking, and social-emotional growth, 
whilst allowing young people to reflect on their own identities and recognize 
the contributions of others. As schools aim to build inclusive and future-ready 
environments, cultural education must play a central role. It’s how we teach 
students not only to make a living—but also to make a difference.

Deborah Davidson
Comino Foundation Project Manager

Partners: 
Barclays Life Skills
Ideas Foundation
Comino Foundation

Participating Schools: 
The East Manchester Academy
Falinge Park High School
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The Comino Foundation’s teaching and learning ethos places equal value on social 
opportunity, personal agency, and practical skill. For policymakers, this frames 
education as a system that should cultivate the conditions for young people to participate 
confidently in society and the economy. 

This ethos aligns closely with the research of Comino Foundation’s Strategic Advisor,  
Professor Bill Lucas, whose work has become influential in debates on assessment 
reform.  Re-thinking Assessment, the initiative Professor Lucas has co-founded, sets 
out a policy case for a more   balanced system. It calls for multiple forms of evidence, 
including portfolios, performances, project outcomes, and structured teacher judgments. 
This approach aims to keep academic standards high while broadening the definition of 
success. It also seeks to reduce the distortions that arise when exam results dominate 
school accountability.

Comino Foundation actively support teacher participation in research because we  
believe it is a powerful form of professional development that allows educators to 
improve their teaching practices, enhance student outcomes, and contribute to the 
broader knowledge base of the profession.

This year academic staff from two North West Comino Consortium schools and one 
Local Education Partnership have directly participated in action research case studies 
for Professor Lucas’ Re-Thinking Assessment Practice Network.  This network of school 
leaders, researchers and other education professionals are working together to make 
the case for change through evidence informed practice.   This year’s RA practice report 
provides granular enquiries by Ladybridge High School, Hathershaw College and MADE 
Manchester staff into emerging practice into AI for assessment; Skills Assessment 
for Music Mastery and Learner Profiles for young Cultural Leadership participants, 
respectively; reflecting the rich evidence based teaching and learning enquiries of the 
motivated and experienced teaching professionals within these organisations. 

Case Study: Re-Thinking Assessment – 
Evidence based research practice in NWCC Schools

Partners: 
Comino Foundation
Dr Fran Wilby

Participating Schools: 
Ladybridge High School 
Hathershaw College 

Foreword

Foreword from Professor Josē  Chambers MBE
Chair of Trustees, Comino Foundation

These six case studies provide richly inspiring insights into the impact of
shared “rethinking,” reinforced by membership of a community of thirteen
schools committed to “joint exploration and problem solving.” Both
teachers and learners trialled alternative approaches to the challenge of
learning and the task of assessment. 

The case studies illustrate the urgent need for schools to be empowered
to find their own ways of enabling both teachers and learners to explore
together a personal evaluation of their daily learning experiences and to
act on their findings. 

In one school the development of individual “digital learner profiles” led to
changed practice across the whole school, because each profile was
found to be “a powerful tool for building deeper understanding between
children and staff” - an understanding which led to “a shared belief in
recognising the whole child in assessment.” In another context,
innovations linked to AI prompted the discovery by individual teachers or
pupils that, for them, there are new – and readily available - ways of
personally developing their skills and deepening their experience of
learning. 

The case studies illustrate powerfully what can happen when schools
decide to own the process of rethinking assessment as part of a shared
commitment to the development of each child.

01

Prepared By
Dr Fran Wilby

Featuring Cuffley Primary School, Hayfield
Lane Primary, The Bolton School, Hathershaw,
Ladybridge High and MADE. 

RETHINKING
ASSESSMENT 
PRACTICE NETWORK 
CASE STUDIES 
2025
Funded by the Comino Foundation
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Other moments to celebrate
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We work with hundreds of young people across the Comino consortium and like to 
celebrate those students who have excelled in achievement in a particular creative 
project. The following students have been nominated by their schools to receive the 
prestigious Comino glass award inscribed with their name and to take home as a 
keepsake.

Congratulations to all Creative scholars from 2024/2025

Kristina Nguyen  		 The East Manchester Academy
Ana Maria Guinea 	 Falinge Park High School
Mia Clarke     		  The Derby High School
Khadjah Sarpanch 	 Ladybridge High School
Syeda Zahra  		  Abraham Moss Community High School
Daniel Conchie  		  St Gabriel’s RC High School
Victory Okoli    		  St Monica’s RC High School
McKenzie Bell Shirley   	 Pioneer House High School

Comino Student of the Year awards
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Each year the Comino trustees invite their grantees to an annual gathering which this 
year was held at the Marriot in Worsley to celebrate the Comino projects. The 24 hour 
conference was attended by our school lead coordinators who work tirelessly with us to 
engage their teachers in our projects. It gives space and valuable time away from the 
classroom to celebrate our achievements, sharing with the trustees.

Headteachers and partners are invited to join the gathering for the evening meal. We had 
valuable inputs from Michael England (Skills Builder) and Alison Peacock (Chartered 
College of Teaching) Other themes included key issues of sustainable development, 
and creating joy and belonging for young people. The gathering always gives food for 
thought with likeminded individuals and sets the scene for us to action plan for the next 
academic year. 

As a result of spending time with Alison Peacock we are delighted she has accepted our 
invitation to visit some of our Comino schools and discuss the recent curriculum review 
with senior leadership teams.

Comino family gathering
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Thank you to Comino trustees for their generous practical support and advice. 
Not only do our trustees make decisions about the Comino Foundation they are 
always on hand to support our projects and take an active interest with 
their specific skills when they are able. 

Comino Trustees
Professor Jose Chambers MBE (Chair)
Anna Comino James FRSA
David Perry MA (RCA) FRSA
Mumtaz Bashir-Hanid  JP DL BSc
Dee Halligan
Professor Bill Lucas (Strategic Development Advisor)

And not forgetting the headteachers, lead practitioners, teachers and 
cultural business partners - of which none of this magic would happen
 without their commitment. 

Strategic Manager - Pat Walters
Development Leads - Deborah Davidson and Jo Sliwa

NWCC

NWCC yearbook 2025

Collaboration in action: Deborah planning with Hana Ingram from 
The East Manchester Academy - with a little help from Hana’s daughter.



Our work is only possible with the support of all the incredible volunteers who have given their time 
and enthusiasm so freely this year and over many years. The young people in our schools 

will remember the experiences you have created for them for many years to come.

NWCC

Christian 
Wakeford MP, 
Westminster 

James Frith MP

Dr Fran Wilby
Accrington 
Eco Station

Manchester 
Central 
Library

Matt Torbitt
Recycling 

Centre




